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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT FOR 1969 


Telephone Number 3, Wylewn Street, 
Knighton 523 KNIGHTON, Radnor. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 
My report for the year 1969 is as follows: 
Preamble 


This year has seen exacerbation of a constant problem and some comment 
would seem justified. In an old town there are likely to be many buildings whose 
age makes them either unacceptable by modern housing standards or simply dilapideted 
and unsafe. Even where it is practicable to bring such buildings up to standard 
the owners may be financially unable or even unwilling to do so. 


When e building is a danger to the public the Local Authority has a duty 
to act. If it is impossible to get oo-operation from the owner a court order must 
be obtained. If the order is not complied with then the Local Authority must itself 
do the work of making safe or of demolition. The cost is then supposed to be 
recovered from the owner. This may prove impossible. The ratepayer then forts the 
pilLLs 


In a small Authority such as ours where the product of a penny rate is 
about £250 the works necessary to deal with buildings known to be dangerous could 
involve a rate of two shillings or more. If the law requires that the public be 
safeguarded there would seem to be a case for smaller authorities to be able to get 
help from central sources in order that the consequent financial burden be spread 
more fairly throughout the whole community. 


Home Population - The estimated mid-year population of the Urban District of ee 
was 2,120, an increase of 10 over 1968. 


Schedules of Premises at 31.12.1969 


type Number 


Houses, Maisonettes, Flats (other than Agricultural Dwellings) .......... 661 
REM cuss caw sugessccccosescsencccosccocccsncncosscesss§ Ll 
IPT TOUSCS seuclacew cscs eesenesccancnessccnenecccovasces 25 
Single Caravan Sites (without rateable structures) c.cccccccccccccccccece 2 
Shops assessed with private dwelling SECOMMOGATION gasncscocsnvscerdemsse 25 
Other shops (including Banks in shopping areas and Cafes e..cecccccceceee 36 
Meteeme tnm@iadinge Banks in shopping areas c.r.scccccccccccccvccscccccces 13 
Poetic Houses (excluding Residential Hotels) ....ccccccccccsvcccccccccs m8 
ET TTT TL UTIEOS on cossevccusdspecccbcecscccccevcccsccseccesess§ L 
occ ab knee see ae sos eceabeccaerecccscccssccccssscccs Lb 
ee Orae BNA WOTKSHOPS c.cwescccvevcccccccscccccessscccscecccces 39 
Garages (Commercial), Petrol Filling Stations, Car Parka .ecssseceeseeees 10 
Lock-up Garages (Separtely mp Ta 

Markets @eeeeevsaeee eee eeevpeevn ee @Beeaetseeaeseevevne vee eeeeeeeeveeeae ev eGeoeeeeveev ee eee eee 
Factories, Mills and other premises of a similar nature cceccceccccccccces 
Peeeeetracity, Water, Transport Undertakings sececscccccreccccscccccee L 
aegis log! bals Best 6b racic goes cw Sccceecacccevccanececcccces 
‘sports and Recreation Grounds, Golf Courses eeccsnccccscccecsveccecencces 
Social Clubs, Community Centres and Public Halls cwcccccccscccccesccccces 
ee ces deg as dace e'e apecebupecioccnecccccceneenevccecee 
Cate is bic wy aa se sobs nse ebiea ds abo eoinecvecccccncseccccoees 
Te caus s od cig ee<caeG sabdie's Rosh ecccceceecepcdacevesscceoos 
Other Hospitals, Clinics Nursing Homes etc ....... Sma eccesecareeeeceaen 
Rich Asc valsigis evliccewecssace seb seca.@bes we eeees coveegneecesssoes 
Dower meee end Manicipal OFTICES oo cccccpecnencoccerccvccccccencscceseces 
Sewage Disposal Works, Refuse Disposal Works ...ccscccrccccerccccovcoee 
Hereditaments not otherwise classified ...ccccccccccvcccccccsccccccvcccvcve 
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Vital Statistics 
Total Live Births - Males 18, Females 7, Total 25. Crude Rate per 1,000 home 


population 11.8. Rate as adjusted by area comparability factor of 1.10 was 13.0. 
Rates of local adjusted birth Rate to national rate 0.80. 


Dllegitimate Live Births - 1 Female - 4% of total live births. 


Stillbirths - Rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths 0, 


Total Live and Stillbirths - 25. 


Infant Deaths - Under 1 year of age 3 Males. 


Infant Mortality Rates - Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 40. Deaths 
legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births 42. Deaths of illegitimate 
infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births 0. 


Neo—natal Mortality Rate - Deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000 live births 40. 

Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate - Deaths under 1 week per 1,000 live births 40, 
Perinatal Mortality Rate - Stillbirths and deaths under 1 week combined per 1,000 
total live births and stillbirths 40. 


Maternal Mortality (including abortion) ~ Deaths 0. Rate per 1,000 total live and 
stillbirths 0. . | 

Deaths (All _ ages) - Males 10, Females 18, Total 28, Crude rate per 1,000 home 
population 13.2. Rate as adjusted by comparability factor of 0.67 was 8.8... Rates 
of local adjusted death rete to national rate 0.74. 


Causes of Death Males Females 

B19 (4) Malignant Neoplasm, Intestine 1 0 
B19 (7) Malignant Neoplasm, Breast 0 a 
B19 (11) Other Malignant Neoplasms fe) sh 
B20 Benign and Unspecified Neoplasms 0 2 
B27 Hypertensive Disease 0 2 
B28 Ischaemic Heart Disease 3 6 
B29 Other Forms of Heart Disease 0 2 
B30 Cerebrovascular Disease 3 2 
B46 (5) Other Diseases of Circulatory System i 0 
BAA . Other Causes of Perinatal Mortality x 2 0 
BA5 Symptoms and 111 Defined Conditions L 1 

BE 48 All other Accidents Bp ie 
Total all causes 10 18 

Ages of Death Males Females 

Under 4 Weeks ul 0 
45-54, Years 0 a 
55-64 Years Z 4 
65-74 Years 2 3 

75 Years and Over obs. aom 
10 18 


Notifiable Infectious Diseases - There were no cases of Measles (excluding Rubella), 
Dysentery, Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Acute Meringitis, Acute Poliomyelitis, Whooping 
Cough, Acute Encephalitis, Leptospirosis, Paratyphoid Fever, Typhoid Fever, Food 
Poisoning, Melaria, Smallpox, Authrax, Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Yellow Fever, Tetanus, 
Infective Jaundice, Tuberculosis. 
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The Public Health (Leprosy) Reguletions 1966 - No. action needed. 
Mental Health Services - Administered by the Radnorshire County Council. 


Mobile Mass Radiographic Service - Administered by the Welsh Hospital Board. 

| This service is being abolished 
throughout the Country. Because Knighton has excellent access to Chest Clinics 
and X-Ray facilities the cessation of the rare visits by the Miniature Radiographic 
Team is not exvected to affect the health of the district. 


Home Health Services and Old People's Welfare - Administered by the Radnorshire County 
Council. Chiropody - A fortnightly service is given to persons over sixty years 
old. There is a Knighton Old People's Welfare Club. 


Water Supply - The water supply of the area and of its several parts was generally 
Ssatiefactory in quality and guantity, and the imposition of restrictions to 
consumption was not necessary. Nc action was necessary in respect of any form of 
contamination. 696 houses and other premises with dwelling accommodation (population 
2040 ) were supplied direct from water mains, the remaining 22 houses(population 
have private supplies. The supply from the Birmingham Aqueduct is fluori‘sted at 
source. 


Sewage - Analyst's reports indicated that the crude sewage is a little sbove average 
strength: The B.O.D,. of the treated sewage is satisfactory, the river water above 

and below the sewage disposal works is well oxygenated end clean in qua lity. 
Presteigne Road sewer was extended. A section of Farrington Lane Estate sewer was 
adopted. A protective boundary fence was erected at the sewage works. Sludge was 
effectively disposed of in pits excavated on the site. Preperations for an extension of 
Penybont Road sewer were underway. - 

The arrengenents for scwage and sewerage disposal in the district tre 
reasenebly adequate. except in part of the Penybont Road area. The main outfall sewer 
was kept clear of silt. 

Livestock Market ~ The cleansing arrangements were satisfactory. Additional weighing 
facilities were installed. 


Knacker's Yard - The management was satisfactory from the public health aspect. There 
was no fly nuisance. Watch was kept on the disposal of sewage effluent. A new cold 
store was built. 


Refuse Removal - Collection and incineration were carried out satisfactory. The whole 
district, including the outlying parts, is covered by weekl: collections two weekly 
collections being made from some premises. 


Sports end Recreation - Bryn-y—-Castell recreation ground provides for footbell and 
cricket and there are public tennis courts, a public bowling green and a childrens 
recreation ground. Proceedures for the planning and provision of a new children's 
play area were initiated. 


Housing Improvement Grants - 3 discretionary and O standard building grents were 
made. The Councilacquired two dwellings. 


The Offices, ‘Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 - The number of registered premises 
at the end of the year were 12 offices, 22 retail shops and 3 catering establishments 


open to the public and canteens, together employing 84 males and 103 females. The 
registered premises received 30 inspections. No special action was necessary. 


The Consumer Protection Act, 1961 - The Toys (Safety) Regulations 1967 - The Oil 
Heating Regulations, 1962 — Enforceable by the County Council. 


Schools - No Change. - 


The Liguid Egg (Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963 - There are no egg pasteurisation 
plants in the district. No sample of liquid egg was submitted to the Alphe—Anylase 
test. 


Ice-Cream (Heat Treatment Etc.) - Regulations, 1959 - No action necessary. 


Meat Inspection - No slaughterhouses; meat inspection at butchers' shops carried out 
Refrigerators properly maintained and used. 


oR 


deboact nofdos poh ~ BaD pO) Peep 


.Dhoasod ytor0d Mptrteronhan’ ett ed heridabinaa 


rraot Endtqack defeW edd vd beredatokmbA ~ gotyred_ 
bedellods gated ei sotvres alt byt. i 
eotnt lO tuedd ot aseoon tneffeoxe wad gotdytnA sagsoee ti rT 
otdqorgolBeh emtetaiM add yt attetv eter ott to aottsaaes! adds 
ev toltie I tb adit to ds+Leont ere soot is ot | 


tc) eukdatosbsl odd yd betedetaimbA + pean lew s cool BO fee. 
atéey yixte tevo acoeteg of sevig ef entyree — ISTO - 4 
.dvl0 sistfeW e'olooel 610 aatie 


\fceroneg eaw uttog tetever ett to has sous edi Do) yigeve 
t attoltoledae: Yo nobt heoge tL edt foe oyeitearp hee y 
io. omei yns To foecaer oi yrBeweden sew politicos o pttersyh 
nottsLuqog) nottshommocos yrhifewh ditv wentmen: t6déo bas aed 
nolsalucou a@ecod GS onbateast edt gait ua yedow sor? tootkhh 
ta fete’ ito. f% af dtoubewoA madguterrid adt wort yioows a 


4) 


— 


egetova ovods @LFsil o ak eyawoe elite edt tent betaokiak 
evods tetew ‘ovis alt .yrotoslattess ef ogewoe boteerd edd to, 
oti tl gap at toate fine Betaneyyxo Llow et adnow Lemome th’ o 

COW Tewee evared oe nsotpattret to nottoes 1 .bebnetxe taw = 
esw egoulZ  adttow opcvoa edt ¢a Datoere ae Sodet viebairod evi 
 nolamedxo gs 10% nadbie ryder: adie edd no beteveoxe, edtq at Io bem 
_<yowrshas orow ie ue 

ot toletath oft at Leaogeakh egerevea fie epewen vo? etoenenee 

owes Ifet3ito alien edT .sors Beol Snodysel edd to frac ab dqeane mene 
; td. 

goldgiow Lanolsibbl .yvrotouwitsn etev etnomegnerie yotesselo ed? . r 


teil ,doegee tifsod sifduq att worl yotosteitss ame dr 
bioo wea A Stow Tito epswor to Inpoorth eit go teeol aqw adsl . 


? 


"Se 
lorw off yrotoctetios duo bettiso evow aoftetentont fas wottoasiod = = £ 
yitcew owt anoltoel son -:flsew yd bereveo at .odveq ghiyliwe AY. -Ber. 
-nogimeig emon mort obem saiied 
> nn 
fire Lfedtvct tot ima dan burorg noltepivet Lfetnelvempr = godine 
instblido o bee mesty yaifwod olidsg 2 yahmweo chased bifideg oes: riadg 
a'oerbf{itdo wer a To als tvorg has yatunaly ens sot aewibeooort, oh -_ 2 
. : ; ‘ 
: pot " . 
e1qv ata tm yothiied brebrede 9 hee vrandiveron tS € — aden | 
swagnitiowb owd bor hone 


d pet A 

calmorg horstetgot to redmnm ed? ~ gab pop tmest vow lbaf be 

nicemist idatee piitedsc € bas aqarle SS ,neolTlo Sf otal Faey at 
off .avlemet 2OL hoa poLom AS ge ftedtogot .snestaso fae 6 


“Vikan ooes Bow noktod fetooqn ¢ hey spa hevkeooor a 


[tO efT — TdCL anotste LageA bese ays ore ee 
9 ftortgod ytarod edt Gaia 


nottasinverReg apo ect ora eteaT - £O2S, semdotts ly 1 

voelyaimaiqts edt ot bodttEiedwe caw qye biepil To ef 
= ; De zit ps 
| ot 


“Visaesoen notton off = BRRI 


re Wen a | aS: 
tvo betr1e0 egoce ‘atedgoid én: soktoeqnat team’ eo 


he 


Rodent Control - Service unchanged. No statutory notices were required. Measures 
continue to be effective, though it was necessary to change the poison for destruction 
of rodents. 


Trausoort - This situation remains unsatisfactory. 


Civic Amenities Act, 1967 - The new dumping site for abandoned cars and private 
refuse was effectively used. 


Highways Act, 1959 (S.40)- No action necessary. 


Petroleum (Consolidation) Act. - All premises inspected. Fire precautions, warning 
notices, etc., all satisfactory. 


Industrial Development — Erection cof tne new factory on the 10 acre site was well 
underway. 


Car Parks - The Council's two car parks provide ample accommodation. 


Road Safety - Additional guard rails were erected in Ffrydd Road a section of which 
was also improved to secure better visibility. A section of Farrington Lane was 
widened again to secure better visibility and to give passing. 


Street Lighting - Street lighting in Predteigne Road and Garth Road was extended 
and improved. 


Dangerous and Dilapidated Structures - Six dangerous structures were satisfactorily 
repaired or renewed. 


New Uwellirgs ~- The Rooanil copreve? the proparation of plens for 27 houses on the 
Liurels Site (in lieu of the 10 at Fronhir) and 8 at St. Edward's Close. 


The Rag Flock end other Filling Materials Act, 1951 - There is no registered premises 
to which this act and the 1965 Reguletions relate, the only activities being the 


reconditioning of upholstery. 


The Slaughter of Poultry Act, 1967 - There are no poultry processing or stunning 
premises within the district. Poultry is sold from 6 shops. 


The Agricultural (Safety Health and Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956 - Sanitary 


conveniences on farms - No action required. 


The Construction (Health and Welfare) Regulations, 1966 = No action was required. 


Hospital - The hospital is administered by the Brecon and Radnor Hospital Management 
Committee of the Welsh Hospital Board. 


Common Lodging Houses — None, 
Litter - The litter bins placed in various parts of the town were well used. 


Scrap Metal Dealers Act - No change. ' 
Alkali etc. Works Regulations Act, 1906 ~ Metal Recovery Works - No action needed 


to prevent air pollution hazard. 


Nuisances — Only one, and this was related to the need for the sewer extension 
being planned. 


Public Conveniences — No change. 


Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1960 ~ The food premises subject to these 
regulations comprise 5 canteens and snack bafs, 2 reataurents, 4 confectionary, 

5 grocery, 1 club, 1 hospital, 4 butchers! shops, 1 hotel and 7 licenced premises. 
Ail these premises comply with regulation 16 which requires wash hand basins to be 
provided and with Regulation 19, which requires facilities for washing food and 
equipment. Improvements were done at one licenced premises; another was closed, 
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National Health Service (Family Planning) Act, 1967 - Under this act a local health 


authority may, with approval of the Minister of Health, make arrangements for 
the giving of advice on contraception, the medical examination of persons seeking 
such advice and the supply (by perscription or directly) of contraceptive substances 
and appliances. The rest of this work is done by local general practitioners or by 
Family Planning Association Clinics. There would seem to be adequate provision. 


The National Health Service Act, 1946 Section 28 - Supply and disposal of incontinence 


pads - most useful service. Operates via district nurses and health visitors. 
Council's incineration service probably already curbing with it in the general refuse. 


Demolition and Closing Orders - None made. 
The Cinematograph Act, 1909 _and the Cinematograph (Safety) Regulations 1965 - The 


Radnorshire County Council is responsible authority. 


Mortuary Accommodation - The Council resolved to provide mortuary facilities as 
soon as was reasonably possible and a site was selected. 


Civic Amenities Act, 1967 - The car dump provided by the Council was used to 
receive one or two abandoned vehicles. It is not a serious problem at present. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o28849450 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH IN RESPECT 
OF THE YRAR 1969 FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT OF KNIGHTON IN 

THE COUNTY OF RADNOR 


Prescribed particulers on the Administration 
of the Factories Act, 1961 


PART 1 OF THE ACT 


1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions 9s to health (including inspectiong made 
by Public Heelth Inspectors. 
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Number of 


| : Written Occupiers 
Inspections | yot4ces prosecuted 
(3) (4) (5) 


Premises Number o 


Register 
(1) 


_— 


(i) Feetories in which Sections 
1,2,3,4, and 6 are to be 


enforced by Local Authoritic : 
(ii) Factories not included in 

(i) in which Section 7 is 15 

enforced by the Local 

Authority 


x 
(iii) Othe» premises ©» ~vhi-> 
Section 7 is enforced by thd 
Local Authority (excluding 7 
out-workers' premises). 
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s gs 4 
. 1, electricity station, 1 knecker's yard, 5 sites of building operations'. 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found: 
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Number of cases in which defects Number of 


were found cases in 
Particulars which 
Found Remed ied To H.M. r By Hy. Prosecutions 
(1) i (2) | (3) Inspe¢tor i a or werginstel led 
' Want of cleanliness re) 6) 
(8.1) : 
Overcrowding (S.2) e) 0 0 
| Unreasonablé temperate 0 0 0 
(S,3) 
; J 
Inadequate ventilation ¢) ¢) ) 
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Number of cuses in which defects 


were found , Number of cases 
ert tae in which ; 
Perticulars round} Remedied Referred Prosecutions 
' ; Lo HM. By H.M. j were installed 
Inspector} Inspector 
3) ae (4) (5) (6) 


Ineffective drainage 
of floors (S.6) 


Sanitary Conveniences 
(3.7) 


(a) Insufficient 


(b) Unsuitable or 
defective 


(co) Not serrrate for 
sexes 


Other offew:ss against 
the Act (nob including 
offences roleting to 
O-':- cork) 


ae 


Yours obediently, 


(Signed) B.C. Davies, BM. B.Ch.,D.R.C.0.G., 
Medical Officer of Health 


Date - 14th July, 1970 
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